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2 Metis. 

Part, of a Memoir by the President was read, giving a history 
of the foundation of the Cape Observatory. Many years ago, on 
the death of Mr. Fallowes, his papers were forwarded to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, who made some ineffectual attempts to have 
them examined and published, if expedient. It is needless to 
allude here to the various difficulties which presented themselves; 
it will be sufficient to state, that Mr. Airy recently took charge 
of these manuscripts, and is now arranging and preparing them 
for press. Their lordships, with their accustomed liberality, have 
agreed to Mr. Airy's recommendation, viz. that Mr. Fallowes’ 
observations should be published in the Memoirs of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, and at the expense of the Admiralty. Mr. Airy 
has availed himself of his position as custodier of the papers of the 
late Board of Longitude (which are now stored at the Royal Obser¬ 
vatory) to furnish an exact history of this important institution. 

As only a portion of this Paper was read, no further mention 
will be made of it in the present Notice . The work will probably be 
published in the quarto Volume for 1850, and will doubtless prove 
an important addition to those gratuitous contributions with which 
the Astronomer Royal has frequently enriched our science, while 
he has preserved the labours of astronomers deceased from neglect 
or even total oblivion. 
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“ The places of the stars are taken from the Catalogue cited. The observed 
places are corrected for refraction and parallax. The computed places were de¬ 
duced from Mr. Graham’s Ephemeris, published in the Monthly Notices , vol. ix. 
No. 8.” 


Ephemeris at Greenwich Mean Midnight. By Mr. Graham. 
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6 Observed Diameters of Venus. 
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“ The ellipse is still assumed to be invariable. The calculated places have been 
corrected for observation, and they are referred to the apparent equinox. 

“ This ephemeris will enable observers to follow the planet as long as there is 
the smallest chance of seeing it.” 


Observed Diameters of Venus. 

Livehpool. 20-foot Equatoreai. (Mr. Lassell.) 

1849, March 16-24 iS-fiys'i 

29- 130 

28-753 > Mean 28-866. 

28-995 

28-775! 

Aperture contracted to 20 inches, parallel wire-micrometer by Merz ; magnifying 
power, 366. 

“ The observations were taken in daylight in order to avoid any error from 
irradiation, and also that the planet might be seen as near the meridian as practicable. 

“ Air very tremulous, though not more so than is usual under such circum¬ 
stances. The edge of Venus, however, was sharp between the vibrations. The 
cusps equal in sharpness. No well-ascertained spots or markings visible.” 

1849, March 21-216 30-619-1 

30748 « 

30- 431 J. Mean 30-589. 

30-721 I 

30-42 5 J 

Measures taken with somewhat more difficulty than on the 16th; same 
power and aperture. 
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